egardless of the nature of |

your business, whether you
market goods or services,
the intellectual property of
your business is a valuable
asset worth protecting.
Trademarks, copyrights and patents
(not addressed in this column)
become an asset of your business
potentially brining significant addi-
tional value to your business. In
many instances you can even license
and/or sell your intellectual proper-
ty rights. Therefore, it is very impor-
tant that your business protects its
intellectual property interests from
unauthorized use by third parties. In
order to do this, you need to make
sure that your intellectual property
rights are fully protected by regis-
tering them with the appropriate
Federal and/or state agencies.

A trademark is a word, phrase sym-
bol or design that identifies the
source of your goods from those of
others. A servicemark is the same
as a trademark, but identifies the
source of a service rather than a
good or product. A trademark (or

servicemark) can be filed both with |

the State of Florida and with the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
A Federal trademark can be filed by
paying certain application fees and
submitting any words, logos and/or
pictures that you seek to have
approved as your trademark or serv-
ice mark. The application goes
through an approval process and if
the application is approved by the
Trademark Office, you will be pro-
vided with a registration number for
your trademark and can thereafter
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designate your trademark with the
® symbol. Some of the advantages
of a federally registered trademark
include: providing constructive
notice to the public at large of your
ownership of the mark; the ability
to bring an action concerning
the mark in Federal Court; the
ability to use your U.S. mark as the
basis for registration in a foreign
country; and the ability to file
the registration with the U.S.

Customs Service to prohibit impor- |

tation of infringing
foreign goods.

A copyright is a form
of protection provid-
ed by Federal law to

"original works of
authorship” including
literary, dramatic,

musical, artistic and
certain other intel-
lectual  properties
(including software).

copyright with the U.S. Customs
Service to prohibit the importation
of infringing items. Registration can
be accomplished by paying certain
fees and filing an application with
the U.S. Copyright Office.

All of this information is a very brief
overview of the law of trademarks
and copyrights and any detailed
questions should be addressed to
your attorney.

Scott M. Behren, Esq.,
is the principal of the
Law Offices of Scott M.
Behren, PA., 3230
Stirling Road, Suite 1A,
Hollywood, FL 33021,
(Weston office avail-
able for consultations)
a law firm handling the
legal needs of small
businesses. Mr. Behren
can be reached at

A copyright gives the

owner of it the exclusive right to:
reproduce it; prepare derivative
works based upon it; distribute
copies of it; perform the work pub-
licly; and to display the copyrighted
work publicly. Although a copyright
entitlement immediately exists
upon the creation of the work, cer-
tain legal benefits are obtained if
the copyright owner registers it with
the U.S. Copyright Office. Once a

- copyright is registered it places the

public on notice as to the owner of
the copyright and thereafter the
copyright owner can bring legal
actions for infringement to enforce
their rights and can register the

(954) 893-6868 and can
also be reached by e-mail at
sbehren@bellsouth.net

The hiring of a lawyer is an impor-
tant decision that should not be
based solely upon advertisements.

| Before you decide, ask us to send

you free written information about
our qualifications and experience.
This article is prepared for general
information only. The information
presented at this site should not be
construed to be formal legal advice
nor the formation of a lawyer/client
relationship.
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Southwest Broward’s
Number One Banking Team

Steve Goldstein Maude Slattery

Theres an all-star line-up of banking professionals rioht
here in Cooper City and Weston.  So when it comes to high
interest CDs, home equity loans, personal and business
checking, and more, nobody gives you old fashioned
[riendly service like Community Bank of Broward, We're
real people you can tatk lo — nol some commitiee in another
stale.  So come say “Hi" and pul our team to work for you.

Community Bank

OF BROWARD
www.communitybankofbroward.com

Davie-Cooper City Weston
10030 Griffin Road 1540 Weston Road
Cooper City, FL 33328 Weston, FL 33326
(954) 434-1111 (954) 888-9989
D¢ Seven Convenient Locations in Broward: o

Davie-Cooper City * Dania Beach * Hollywood ¢ Coral Springs
Hallandale Beach * Ft. Lauderdale * Weston

Phone: 954.791.1272
Fax: 954.791.9758
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Davie Printing Company

Complete Printing Service




